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Come and see us at the The Annual General Meeting for the
Riverland Field Days. This Renmark LAP is fast approaching. The
';' year we will be located in  theme of this years’ meeting will be bush
the South Australian Mur-  tucker. The LAP is pleased to announce
ray Darling NRM Board that our guest speaker will be Andrew
tent (site #810) with the Fielke, chef and founder of Red Ochre
other Riverland LAP groups.  restaurants. Andrew will be giving a
Also in the SA MDB NRM  cooking demonstration using bush tucker.
Board tent will be Indi-

anna James and his Murray = This yearss AGM will be held on
Cod sculpture. Come along and help Indy work on the cod. Friday = October 26th, with the

The cod may look fa- _ | \; venue still to be  determined.

miliar as we were lucky
enough to have Indy as
guest speaker at our 2007
LAP AGM, and the cod _
was worked on downby =
the Renmark riverfront.

-

For more information about the AGM,
or becoming a member of the Renmark
LAP, please contact the LAP office on
8586 6633 or rblap@riverland.net.au



Upper Murray Youth Council

The Upper Murray Youth Council is a group of young ‘Riverland-
ers’ who are interested in learning about and contributing to our
local environment.

The group is assisted by Bec Keynes (NRM Board), Cindy Shorrock
(BB/LBLAP) and Mardi Miles (RBLAP) and meets once a month to
discuss environmental ideas and issues as well as to prepare for
their trip to Canberra.

Consisting of students from Waikerie High School and Loxton High
School - In October the group will take part in the River Health
Conference.They will be presenting to hundreds of other children
and teenagers about the
Riverland and issues they
are facing as residents and concerned students.

As part of their research the students chose to visit Lake Victoria
and Lock 7 so they could see the state of water levels further up
the River channel. The day trip was an eye opener for the students
who were amazed that you can almost cross the river without
getting wet below Lock 7.They were also lucky enough to get a
bit of a tour of the Lock and walk over the top to the other side
to see the fishway.
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Expressions of Interest

Revegetation Program 2008

Are you interested to see what is happening out at
Chowilla? The LAP will be running a twilight tour
to Chowilla in early November to visit the sites
which were watered in 2006. This is an opportu-

Despite the continuing dry conditions this year,
the LAP has had a very successful year of reveg-
etation with local landholders. A number of these

nity to see how areas have responded to the water-
ing, and how they are coping in the current conditions.

It will also be an opportunity to see what on-ground works
aretakingplacewithintheiconsite.Manyofthecurrentstruc-
turesaregettingupgraded,and workwillcommenceshortly.

If you are interested in joining the tour, regis-
ter your interest with the LAP on 8586 6633 or
rblap@riverland.net.au to recieve details of the tour.

projects are multi year projects and have nomi-
nated to continue with more plantings in 2008.

The LAP is beginning the planning process for our
2008 revegetation program and we would love to
hear from any landholders interested in conduct-
ing any revegetation works next year. Don’t for-
get that along with a financial incentive, the LAP
can offer technical advice on how to best plan
your revegetation as well as collect local native
seed and grow tube stock, which will then be sold
for a subsidised cost, specifically for your project.

Planning and preparation are the keys to successful
revegetation projects,so for this reason,interested
landholders are urged to contact the LAP on 8586
6633 as soon as possible to discuss their projects.



Do you have trouble telling a soluble trout from a lagoon goby or a pygmy
perch? Then the yrst book ever to be devoted exclusively to the yshes of
the Murray-Darling Basin is for you.

Funded and published by the Murray-Darling Basin Commission, the book
was launched recently in Mildura by MDBC Chief Executive Dr Wendy
Craik AM.

The 157-page Fishes of the Murray-Darling Basin; an Introductory Guide
was written by ysheries ecologist Mark Lintermans who has spent more
than 20 years studying ysh and is President of the Australian Society for
Fish Biology.

fiThe book is a welcome and valuable contribution to our knowledge of the
Basinis ysh, especially its native species,é Dr Craik said. filt sets out com-
prehensive information on how to identify 57 species, their habits, distribu-
tion, abundance and background information on the threats to ysh and their aquatic ecosystems.

Dr Craik said native ysh, along with other natural resources of the Basin, were under increasing stress
from natural events such as the prolonged drought and from human activities.

filt has been estimated that native ysh in the Basin are 10 per cent of their pre-European levels and alien
species such as carp contribute around 80 per cent of the ysh biomass at many sites,0 she said. iThe
Commissionis Native Fish Strategy is tackling the problem and aims to restore native ysh communities to
60 per cent of their estimated pre-European levels in the next 50 years.

fiThere have been signiycant advances, for example a series of yshways on the Murray River now provides
passage for tens of thousands of ysh of a variety of species, and resnagging of river sections has signiy-
cantly improved ysh habitats. At some locations ysh numbers are up.

fiHowever, there is still much to be done. An essential goal is to ensure that information on the Basinis ysh
species is readily available to the community T and this new book is a major step forward,o Dr Craik said.

filt will be a valuable guide for naturalists, students, scientists, anglers and anyone interested in the aquatic
fauna of our major rivers.o

A free copy of the book is available from the MDBC. Phone 02 6279 0434.

Schools Tree Day

Schools tree day was held on Friday July 6th. The Renmark LAP
joined with Renmark Junior Primary to celebrate the day. The
students were involved in tree planting exercises, and other fun
activities to learn more about our natural environment.

The students will contin-
ue to care for the native
plants planted on the school
grounds. Some of the stu-
dents gave the seedlings
names so that they can keep
track of their progress,and watch them grow into big trees which will
provide shade and shelter for many years to come.
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What’s Happening

QUIZ NN ettt sttt st et sttt sttt eaenns 5th October
WValK tO WOIK DAy ....ccueieueireceiiecinietcieiseeae et seseeseeseseas st aseses st st ss et e s aseaesnes 5th October
NatioNal Water WEEK ...ttt sttt sene 21st to 27th October
ReNMArk LAP AGM ...ttt sttt st saseasssteaenns Late October - TBC
TWIlIght 2t ChOWIllA ...ttt sttt seaeaes November - TBC
National Recycling WEek ...t saseesesseenes [2th to 18th November
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