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The tour of the Chowilla Game reserve
was very successful and was well recei\y .
by the group 43 people from all ages. It* *‘1
was good to see such a wide variety of ¥ § ' _
people, many who had never been to th
flood plain. ;f_.
We departed from the Renmark to the ‘S
Border LAP building at 5:00pm sharp fo
bone jarring ride out to the Chowilla

# flood plain; and | mean bone jarring !!! .
On board were our newly appointed tour guides
8 according to Win TV. They were Tony Herbert
and his support team Phil Strachan. Both were
% from the RMEM (River Murray Environmental
Management group of the South Australian
Murray Darling Basin Natural Resource

Management Board (SAMDBNRMBJn to page 6



RabbitScan is a natiamde challenge for the community and schools to help

scientists map where rabbits are,
landscape (school, farm, parkland, roadside reserves, ovals etc) for signs of ra
and their damage, and to load their results onkriRecent research from the IACR{

programs to reduce rabbit threats and impacts,
(IACRC Community Awareness Survey Oct 2008, Fisher and Cribb).

Here is your chance to get involved.

how many rabbits you see. You can also log in as a registered member and getdaess to the
Google Map site for RabbitScan from 1 May 09. This also allows you locate your site and load you

sightings directly to the website.

All it takes is a few hours: firstiy the field looking and counting atater logging your findings into the
RabbitScan website. The program asks you to

rabbits.

www.rabbitscan.net.au

RabbitScan steps:
1st step: Register your name and contact details to receive your login for later mapping in May

2nd step: Check the online 'Howto Guide" for how to search for rabbits, through seeing actual rabk
or their dung, warrens and damage

3rd step: Observe your site/s: Go to your site/s and walk through, recording rabbit sightings and o
data

4th step: Load your data: Come back to this RabbitScan site, login and during May, load your data
to the Google RabbitScan Map or you can SMS, email, fax or post in your sightings (numbers, loc:

who observed and your contact details phone or email)
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The RabbitScan project provides you with instructions on how to SMS or email when and where and

Further information on the RabbitScan project can be found at
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Renmark High Native Food Production

For over the last six to seven month the Bush food Production at Renmark High school
been full steam a head as they have been growing a number of indigenous foods .
Kutjera (Desert Raisin) is one of them. Here is the profile of
the plant.

SpeciesSolanum centraleamily: Solanaceae

* (Kampurarpa Pitjantjatjara language) is a small desert plant
approximately 30cm in height, with grey to bronze leaves and
attractive mauve/blue flowers. It grows naturally through the

* Boxthorns), there are over 100 species of Solanums (Wild
-l Tomatoes) in Australia. However, only six are known to be
== edible, and Kutjera Desert Raisins are the most well known

has

=8 central deserts from Tennant Creek, NT to Marla, SA. Part of the
tomato family (which includes potatoes capsicums and African

T < NS and certainly the most consumed species of the "bush tomatoes".
Tahika doing/Crop estimaies Desert Raisins are now being cultivated in commercial plots on

on bushitomatoes & indigenous communities in the desert regions of Australia. With
the use of wateiwise irrigation systems, the fruiting cycle has
been expanded to eight months instead of just two months (as in the wild).
A |l ocal bush food plantation wil/ be used as ar
production futured on a national t e | prc
Renmark High School's indigenous food program has feature on an ABC TV prg. 4
of The Cook And The Chef.
While foods from the Goolwa Street plantationlocated near the McCormick
Centre-woul d not be used in the cookin m, t
amazingo6 according to agriculture t ‘an |
oBut we wil/l be used as an exampl e e Ut ur
oWhat will happen is that (presente dii e E
four dishes with native produce. 0Dy : e pr
Aboriginal foods of the past and how thdiSk '
were collected by wild harvest and then show how we are
doing it here in Renmark on a contract basis in a commercial
_wpartnership.o6
¥ However, foods used in recipes on the program are also
grown at the Renmark North site, according to Mr Howard
#™0The main focus fo- _4 des
~he said. oWe have [LEZZESGEER ar e
& around 24,000 plants.
9#0They also grow th n b
* other native produce at this site. '
“0The footage t h



Renmark ngh Native Food Production continued from page 4

Mr Howard said he hoped the program would highlight the future of indigenous food cultivation in the region
and across the country.

OWe have this unique partnership as a school, ac
foods on a contract basis in a commercial partne
0 We ar e u-edgeteghndlogydfal thisipiantation, such as water monitoring technif@snark to

Border Local Action has been helping mentoring students on crop survey and pest and weed management is-
sues in the field.

The product will be sold though the Out Back Pride label so watch your super market selves.

Deb Bower, PhD student from the
University of Canberra, is conducting her
last season of data collection in the
Riverland this sum
focused on three main areas of turtle :
ecology: population sizes and habitat use
movement patterns and activity; and
physiological tolerance to salinity.

In this season Deb has been completing
capturemarkrecapture work, to obtain
population sizes in different regions
throughout South Australia. Using this s i - : :
data she will ascertain the influence of One of Debs boys strutting his stuff
different environmental variables, such as

habitat complexity provided by snags and vegetation and on turtle abundance.

Home-range movements of male and female turtles have been estimated by following 15hedad
turtles of each sex for around a year. This is the first time the movements of this large, rare and
carnivorous turtle have been studied. It appears that male

turtles can move substantial distances.

On a smaller scale she has also looked at turtle movement
'within a 24 hour time scalé to see whether turtles restrict
their foraging to the day or n
do! Deb is also collaborating with Clare Death from the Berri
Veterinary Clinic to assess the health of turtles in varying

salinities in their natural habitat.

They have collected blood from turtles in areas such as Lake
Bonney and the lower lakes to determine if turtles are
maintaining health in areas of high salinity. The data collected in
the natural environment will be compared to experiments

conducted in the laboratory. Deb found that parameters of
turtles suggestive of tolerance to salinity, such as sodium,
chloride, urea and uric acid, increase over time, in high ambient

salinities.
After her data collection is complete Deb will head to the eas
coast to write up her results into a series of scientific

Only a mother could Love it !! publications.
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Deb Bower & Turtle Power ! continued

It was sad to say Goodbye last week to Deb Bower as she headed back to her home on the east coast to
write up her thesis on her Turtle ecology: population sizes and habitat use; movement patterns and

activity; physiological tolerance to salinity.
Deb is a remarkable persorwe who knew her in the Riverland loved so dearly for her enthusiasm and
for her dedication to her work was tireless.

Deb went out day after day, month after month, and year after year. In fact she did 3 years of field
research work, where Deb was trapping turtles, then weighing them, measuring them, taking blood
samples from them, marking them so she could tell them apart from each other and then putting radio
tracking collars on them. Deb would then be
tracking them day after day, month after mont

and year after year .

This is no mean feat for the faint hearted. | we
out on a number of occasions to help Deb wh
volunteers weren't there to help her. The wor
was all day and hard work pulling up fish nets
and turtle traps. The work is dirty! Hot! Smell
and Cold! In Debs case it was very very cold
when she was sentenced to the winters in
Canberra for the testings phases for her

beloved turtles.

Deb Bower we give thanks for coming hereto
South Australia for your PhD studies on our

River Murray Turtles.

We all wish you all the best in the future and F'
look forward to seeing your scientific

publication.

Brooke Turner Typha Project. Brookes back in Berri last week of May

Hi to all, some of you may remember me, my name is Brooke
Turner and | used to work for the South Australian Murray
Darling Basin Natural Resources Board as a Wetlands Project
Officer until June 2006. During my time in Berri, while
working with several wetland groups, we developed an
experiment to look atTyphacontrol techniques as part of my
university studies. To follow on from the experiment | have
developed a questionnaifer those involved in wetland
managemento get a better understanding of the perceptions
of Typhaand the control options that they would use. | will be
visiting the Riverland in the last week of May to distribute the
guestionnaire and present some of the findings from the
control experiment we carried out at Paringa Island (John
Rovers Place) and Loveday Lagoons (South Australian Field
and Game Association, Barmer&oorook region). If you

have any questions about the project or questionngio@ can
contact me onbturner@une.edu.au
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